Kentucky State Reformatory, 
La Grange, Kentucky. 


November 19, 1938. 
To the Workers of America. 
Dear Brothers: 


We, the undersigned four Harlan miners, who are serving life 
imprisonment here after framed-up convictions in the trials that followed 
the "Bettle of Evarts" May 5, 1931, again send Christmas greetings to you 
and your families. 


We want to thank every one who has helped us in our campaign 
for freedom. flthough this will make our eighth Christmas behind the bars 
and we know we may be here for many more your support gives us encourege- 
ment. Then we know we are not forgotten. For as long as you help out in 
the fight we will always have a good chance of winning. 


Governor Chandler has again failed to give a decision on our 
appesls filed with him eat the pardon hesring June 4th, this year. The Ken- 
tucky Miners Defense - our Committee - made a good showing at that hearing 
and proved beyond all doubt our trials were unfair and that we were framed 
by perjured testimony. The new evidence was so strong that the Louisville 
Times, the largest newspaper in Kentucky, published an editorial comment- 
ing favorably on it. A copy of that editorial will be enclosed. 


The La Follette Committee's investigation and the facts shown 
in the trials of the Harlan operators in the Federal Court at London, Ky., 
exposed the rotten conditions in Bloody Harlan. Now every body knows what 
we men were up against when we tried to organize a Union there in 1931. No 
Wagner Act could protect us then. We had to face the Harlan gun-thugs with 
our bare and empty hands. But we planted the Union flag in Harlan County, 
and it's aflying there yet. 


Now Brothers we did our part in building up the Union. Though 
we had to pay for it with our lives, we are still 100 per cent Union men, 
and we will always be Union men no matter how long we have to stay here. 
All we ask is a little moral end financial support in our fight for free- 
dom. Our Committee - the Kentucky Miners Defense - is making a campaign 
for pardons by Christmas. We want you to help by: 


(1) Sending Gov. Chandler a resolution calling for Christmas pardons. 
(2) By contributing to our Defense Fund and helping us to win. 


Send your contributions and copies of your resolution to: 
Kentucky Miners Defense, 75 Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y. 


Help us to be free and with our families this Christmas. 


(ALO 


Lifted L. Poore, 


Fraternally yours, 


m Reyno > O51. 


CHRISTMAS PARDONS 
FOR THE HARLAN MINERS 


BLOODY HARLAN’S VICTIMS 


Left to right, top: JIM REYNOLDS, W. B. JONES; 
bottom: CHESTER POORE, AL BENSON 


Sentenced to life-terms on false charges of “conspiracy 
to murder” Harlan mine-guards who made a machine-gun 
attack on striking miners at Evarts, Ky., May 5, 1931, four 


innocent union men have been imprisoned nearly eight 
years. Shall these victims of Bloody Harlan’s frame-up 
courts spend another dreary Christmas behind prison walls? 
What is Labor’s answer? Réad these facts . . . then act! 


FACTS ABOUT THE HARLAN FRAME-UPS 


Bloody Harlan is now a byword in America signifying industrial 
serfdom, tyrannical oppression, and incipient fascism. Facts developed in 
the LaFollette Committee’s investigation, supplemented by the evidence 
introduced in the recent Federal trials of the Harlan coal-operators, 
revealed organized terror and outrages which shocked the nation. But 
the Federal investigation and prosecution covered only the years from 
1933 to 1938; the years when the coal operators held their murderous 
hirelings in check. 

Turn back the hands of Time sever years. . . - 

There was no Wagner Act; no N.R.A.; no law giving workers the 
right to organize and to bargain collectively. Picture Bloody Harlan 
then... . 

Early in 1931 the coal miners, driven to desperation by three suc- 
cessive cuts in their starvation wages, went on strike. Meetings were 
broken up, picket-lines dispersed, miners were clubbed, deported, beaten, 
and murdered. The struggle went on from March until May with the 
strikers displaying undiminished courage and determination despite the 
heavy odds. 


On the morning of May 5, 1931, a band of deputized company 
mine-guards, with Browning rapid-fire guns hidden in their automobiles, 
swooped down on a picket-line and opened fire without warning or provo- 
cation. In that fight, the famous Battle of Evarts, three company gun- 
men and one union miner were slain. 

Then came the militia and the law. . . . 

Forty-three miners were originally indicted for direct murder, but 
when the first jury returned an acquittal verdict they were immediately 
re-indicted for “conspiracy to murder.” In resorting to conspiracy indict- 
ments the prosecution used a legal device which Clarence Darrow called 
“the modern and ancient dragnet for compassing the imprisonment and 
death of men whom the ruling class does not like.” 

Nobody was ever tried for slaying the union miner killed in the 
Evarts battle, but the deaths of the gun-men were made the basis of 
15 trials in which seven union men were convicted and sentenced to life 
imprisonment. 

Three of the seven life-termers were set free in 1935 by former Gov. 
Ruby P. Laffoon before he left office. He declined to act on the cases of 
the remaining four saying: “I've started the ball rolling on the Harlan 
cases. Let Governor-elect Chandler show where he stands. He cam- 
paigned as a friend of Labor.” 

Two pardon hearings have been held before Gov. Chandler. One 
Dec. 24, 1936; the second June 4, 1938. At the 1936 hearing a delegation 
of 35 persons submitted the following line-up of evidence and appeals: 

Dolly Hudson Daniels, widow of the chief mine-guard killed in 
the battle of Evarts, attested her belief before the Governor that all 
the prisoners were innocent. . 

Sherman Percival, former guard, who was wounded sixteen times 


in the clash, testified that he was unable to identify any of the defen- 
dants as having taken part in the battle, but that George Dawn, a 
principal Commonwealth witness, had said to him: “Damn it, say 
you saw them there whether you did or not.” Percival urged that the 
prisoners be freed. 


Precipitation of the battle when mine-guards wantonly attacked 
the miners’ strike picket-line with Browning automatic rapid-fire 
guns hidden in their automobiles. 

Prosecution witnesses who testified to one story in one trial and 
to different stories in subsequent trials. 


Defense witnesses openly terrorized in the courtroom, indicted for 
participation in the alleged murders, or driven out of the county by 
threats. Defense investigators beaten, shot, deported. 

Transfer of trials to the Blue Grass farming section 200 miles 
away, to make it impossible for the defense to bring all its witnesses 
into court. Re-transfer of the remaining cases back to Harlan County, 
with Blue Grass juries brought there to try them, after trials before 
juries from the mountain counties had resulted in acquittals or dis- 
agreements, Chester Poore was acquitted by a mountain jury from 
Laurel County, and later convicted by a Blue Grass jury from Boyle 
County. W. B. Jones, Jim Reynolds, and Al Benson also were con- 
victed by Blue Grass juries, who were unfamiliar with the peculiar 
conditions in turbulent Harlan County. 

Petitions from 46 of the 47 living jurors recommending the release 
of the Harlan men. Letters interceding for the four prisoners from 
two of the three trial judges. 

“Bolster up your record and I'll consider it further,” the Governor 
said then. “I'll appeal to the Maker of my soul to guide me in making a 
final decision. Because I haven’t given a pardon to anyone yet doesn’t 
mean that I won’t. I probably will.” 

Acting on Gov. Chandler’s advice to bolster up the record the Ken- 
tucky Miners Defense submitted the following additional and convincing 
evidence at the June 4, 1938, pardon hearing: 

An impartial survey of the Evarts’ battlefield made by Prof. 
Donald W. Pugsley, head of the Science Department of Berea College, 
Ky., which established that photographs used by the prosecution as 
court exhibits were purposely taken at least 60 feet from the side 
of the road and at an elevation of 30 feet above the battle scene in 
order to create a false line of fire. 

A botanical survey made by Prof. John Bangson, Professor of 
Biology at Berea College, who is also a forestry expert, which proved 
that a long and wide line of trees were of ample age and height in May, 
1931, to prevent Al Benson or any one else from shooting at the 
mine-guards out of a window in the Smith-Kelly Building at Evarts, 
1600 feet away, as was charged by the prosecution. 

A sworn confession by Mose Burkhart, 79, to clear his conscience 
“before my death” that he helped frame Benson because he was “mad 
at him” for protecting a man who had killed Burkhart’s nephew in 
a feud. 


An affidavit by F. M. Jones, first cousin of Howard Jones, a slain 
mine-guard, and the Commonwealth's Attorney who gathered most 
of the evidence used against the prisoners, stating he withdrew from 
the prosecution of Benson because he knew Benson was innocent. 
Jones also stated subsequent investigation had convinced him all four 
prisoners were innocent. 

Testimony of Joe Pridemore, a new witness, corroborating pre- 
viously disputed defense testimony, proving Jim Reynolds was 2,000 
feet away and could not have taken part in the shooting. 

Affidavit by J. S. Victor, a coal operator and new witness, sup- 
porting important defense testimony that Benson came to the Darby 
Mine for guns to protect Evarts, after the battle and not before as the 
prosecution had contended. 

Other clinching proof of perjury which can not be outlined be- 
cause of space limitations. [Read, BLOODY HARLAN, 36 pages. 
10 cents.] 


At the end of the June hearing Gov. Chandler told the delegation 
he would study the new evidence and make a decision later. 

That was many months ago. No decision has been announced. 
The prisoners remain behind the bars, waiting. Far away in their 
mountain shacks their wives and children are waiting, and hoping, 
too. Waiting and hoping that this Christmas will bring freedom for 
their martyred husbands and fathers. Help to make that hope a 
real Christmas present by: 


1. Writing a letter, or having your organization send a resolu- 
tion, to Gov. A. B. Chandler, Frankfort, Ky., urging Christmas 
pardons for the Harlan prisoners. 


2. Contributing to the nation-wide pardon campaign fund. 


Act today. Send your contributions to: 


KENTUCKY MINERS DEFENSE 


HERBERT MAHLER, Secretary-Treasurer 
75 Firtu Avenue — New York City 
Telephone: ALgonquin 4-2584 


Authorized by the Prisoners: 
W. B. Jones, No. 22064; Chester Poore, No. 22050; Jim Reynolds, 
No. 22051; Al Benson, No. 22052. 


BLOODY HARLAN (new), 36 pages. Kentucky Miners Defense. 10c. 

LA FOLLETTE COMMITTEE HEARINGS ON HARLAN COUNTY, 
Report of. Government Printing Office, Washington, D. C., 1937. 
Part 9-10-11-12-13; $1.25 for all. 


RESOLUTION URCING PARDONS TOP THE HARTAN MINERS. 

WHEREAS, W.B. Jones, Chester Poore, Jim Reynolds, and Al. Benson, 
Union miners of Harlan, Ky., are serving life-terms following cenvic- 
trons on false charges of "conspiracy to murder” company gun-imen who 
made a machine-gun attack on a strike picket-line at Bvarts, Ky.. on 
May 5, 1931, and 

WHEREAS, facts revealed since their trials have 50 thoroughly ex- 
posed the frame-ups that forty-six of the forty-seven ‘vrors and ime 
of the three trial judges who convicted them petitioned Gov. Chandler 
to pardon these innocent Union men, and 

"WIREAS, the La Follette investiration and the 1958 Federal trials 
of the Harlan coal-operators disclosed years of subsidized terroriza- 
tion against Union organizers and sympathizers carried out by deporta- 
tions, beatings, and murders, backed up by court frame-ups when ever 
brutal and bloody mothods failed to achieve their unlawful and inhum- 
an objectives, and 

WHEREAS, the four victims of Bloody Harlan's reign of terror have 
veon held in prison nearly cight years solely because they dared to 
exercise thoir inalienable right to organize a Union and to strike a- 
gainst starvation wages, and 

WHRRBAS, conventions of the American Federation of Labor, many In- 
ternational Union:Conventions, every annual convention of the Kentucky 
State Federation of Lahor, numerous Stato and City Federations, thou- 
sands of Local Unions, and millions of citizens by resolutions, peti- 
tions, and letters have signified their belief that our imprisoned 
Brothers were unjustly convicted, therefore, 

BR IT RESOLVED: That--(Insert Local Union Number, town, etc.)-- 
urges Governor A.B.Chandler, (Frankfort, Kentucky) to grant immediate 
pardons to W.B. Jones. Chester L. Pooro, Jim Reynolds, and Al. Bonson. 

SEND YOUR RFSOLUTION TO GOV, CHANDLER OI “OUR OWN STATIONERY 


“An Appeal Worth Studying “’ 


says the Louisville ( Ky.) Times, largest newspaper in the South 


THE LOUISVILLE ‘TIMES 


JUNE 9, 1938. 
An Appeal Worth Studying 


Everyone who has studied disinterestedly the 
appeal which is being made in behalf of the 
four miners still serving terms as a result of the 
battle of Evarts in Harlan County seven years 
ago will agree with Governor CHANDLER’s evident 
conclusion that the cases at least deserve re~ 
consideration, 

An impressive presentation of evidence was 
made at the hearing last week-end. Taking as 
an example the conviction of AL BENson, ponder- 
able indications that injustice may have been 
done were offered, 

At his trial Benson was accused of participat- 
ing both in the alleged conspiracy before the 
battle and in the fighting itself. As to his part 
in the battle, it was charged he fired a rifle from 
the top floor of a building 1,600 feet away. 

The other fighters were engaged almost hand- 
to-hand along a road, and if Benson chose to 
join the fray at such a distance, he possessed in- 
credible confidence in his marksmanship and in 
his eyesight, which would have been required 
to distinguish friend from foe at more than 2 
quarter of a mile—or at least four average city 
blocks. 

But at the recent hearing affidavits based on 
impartial surveys in Evarts were presented, de- 
nying that Benson could even have seen the 
fighting from his alleged vantage point. The 
photograph which indicated to the jury that an 
unobstructed line of vision existed between the 
building and the battle was declared to have been 
made not where the fighting was done but on a 
bank thirty feet higher and sixty feet distant. 

This sample of the nature of the contentions 
being made in behalf of the imprisoned men 
makes it plain that Governor CHANDLER can give 
good reasons for his promise to consider their 
cases again, 


Harlan, Ky., is in the news these days — 


But four coal miners are still in prison for 
life 


SEVEN LONG YEARS SINCE MAY 5, 1931 


/ ‘i 


Left to right, top: JIM REYNOLDS, W. B. JONES; 
bottom: CHESTER POORE, AL BENSON 


They Have Given Their Liberty For Labor! 
Labor Must Now Give For Their Liberty |! 


Please act today. Funds are needed to press the new campaign 
for their freedom. Send your contributions to: 


KENTUCKY MINERS DEFENSE 
Herbert Mahler, Secretary -Treasurer 
75 Fifth Avenue—New York City 


Telephone: Algonquin 4-2584 


Have you and your friends read “Bloody Harlan’’, 36 pages, ten cents? Order it immediately. 


